May 22, 2003

Hone Jim Ramstad
U.Se+ House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Hone Norm Coleman
UeSe Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Hone Mark Day?on
U.S P Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Representative and Senators;,

Within the past week a homeless woman was found beaten to death in.
the Twin Citiess. Unhappily, her fate was not an isolated, unusual
cases The National Coalition for the Homeless: lately released a
study covering the years 1999~2002 that documents the severe and
growing incidence of violence and hate c¢rimes: against homeless
people. Available at httip://wwwenationalhomeless.org, the report
documents 123 deaths and 09 physical attacks occurrimg in 98 cities,
34 states, and Puerto Ricae The youngest victim: four months old.
The oldests: 76,

L urge you te request a GAQ investigation into the full nature and scope:
of violence and hate crimes against people experiencing homelessnesse
Such GAO research would enormously assist Congress and the public in
getting accurate, authoritative information on the beatings, murders,
arson, harassment, and property damage undergone by homeless men, women,
and children, who are especially vulnerable because of being easy,,
visible targets: who often lack a place to retreat for safety and protec—
tione

While ; GAQ study cofild not itself end the-sPiralling hate crimes against
hompless perspPnpy N t| WOULD help federaT, state, and lecal officials
magnitude of the~froblem and then act tor prevent and

educe such

With many - -in
s Jall Q) ,
Sanfgrd Bdrman .




