


























City of Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission Registration Form 
 
 1. Name of Property 
 
Historic Name:  Pauline Fjelde Residence 
Other Name/Site Number:  n/a 
 
 2. Location of Property 
 
Street and Number:  3009 Park Avenue 
 
(x) located on original site not for publication ()   () moved/date: 
 
 3. Ownership 
 
Owner's Name:  James Schoffman 
 
Street and Number: 557 Hawthorne Woods Dr #104 
 
City: Eagan     State: MN Zip: 55123 
             651-686-7603 
 
 4. Classification 
 
Ownership of property: (x) private 
     () public 
     () both 
  
Category of property: (x) building 
     () site 
     () district 
     () structure 
     () object 
 
Number of resources within property: 
 
Contributing  Non-contributing 
(1) buildings  (1) buildings 
() sites   () sites 
() structures  () structures 
() objects  () objects 
(1) Total  (1) Total 
 
()  Listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
 
Date:   
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 5. Function or Use 
 
Historic: Residential 
 
Current: Residential 
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 1.  3009 Park Avenue, eastern and southern elevations, summer 2008,  
photo submitted by applicant 
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 6. Description 
 
Architectural classification (style):  vernacular 
 

Materials:  
 
foundation:  rough-finished ashlar 
roof:   gable front with a full pediment, asphalt shingles, wide eaves 
walls:  stucco 
porch:  concrete foundation with wooden balustrade and metal 

handrail 
   
Describe present and historic physical appearance.  Use continuation sheets. 
 
PRESENT APPEARANCE (prior to demolition) 
 
This building is a 2 ½-story residence designed in a vernacular style common to this 
block and the city in general.  The building is laid out in a simple, massed plan two units 
wide by three units deep.  Composition shingles cap a medium-pitch, gable front roof 
possessing a full pediment and wide eave overhangs.  Two gable dormers with cornice 
returns sprout from the roof midway between the front and rear.   
 

 

 

3009

 
 

Figure 2.  Park Avenue, 3000 block, looking north, staff photo 
Note how common the subject property’s building form is on this block alone 
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3017 Park Ave                                        3021 Park Ave 

    
3012 Park Ave                            1065 17th Ave SE 

 
 

Figure 3.  Properties with forms and features similar to 3009 Park Avenue, 2008, 
staff photos 

 
 

    
2317 Fremont Ave N, 2009            2115 Portland Ave, circa 1910 

 
 

Figure 4.  Additional properties with forms and features similar to 3009 Park 
Avenue, 2008, courtesy of staff (left) and Minnesota Historical Society (right) 
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The eaves and soffit are covered in aluminum coil.  The roofline flares out to cover a two-
story bay window that projects from beneath the southern dormer.  Three Dish Network 
television antennae affixed to the southern wall surround this bay.   
 
The exterior walls are clad in stucco and are frequently punctuated by wood molding 
around windows and doors on all stories.  All molding is simple with one ornate 
exception around three windows in the western pediment.   
 
Entrances exist on all four sides of the building.  Single doors on the northern and 
eastern sides enter at the ground level.  Doors on the southern and western sides enter 
through open porches.   
 
Three porches exist: two on the western facade and one on the southern elevation.  One 
door on the second floor of the western side empties out onto a very small dust porch 
above the first floor entrance.  The first floor front (western elevation) porch extends the 
full width of the residence and consists of a simple, unpainted wooden balustrade atop a 
high masonry porch foundation.  Stairs leading down from the porch are flanked by a 
metal handrail.  The first floor porch on the southern side consists of an unpainted 
wooden balustrade atop a high but small masonry entry landing.   
 

 

 
 

 
Figure 5.  3009 Park Avenue, western pediment windows, October 2008, staff 

photo 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 5



 

 
 

 
Figure 6.  3009 Park Avenue, south elevation, October 2008, staff photo 

 
Fenestration consists primarily of double or single hung wood frame windows covered by 
aluminum storm windows and screens.  One notable exception consists of the half story 
windows on the primary (western) side that have been replaced entirely with aluminum 
or vinyl frame replacement windows.  Metal bars cover the bottoms of some first floor 
windows.  Window wells periodically puncture a foundation of rough-finished ashlar.   
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Figure 7.  3009 Park Avenue, western and northern elevations with garage, 

summer 2008, photo submitted by applicant 
 
SITE DESCRIPTION 
 
A concrete walkway extends from the front porch, down steps, and through a concrete 
masonry unit retaining wall capped by a cyclone fence to the sidewalk.  A second 
concrete walk splits from the first, across the front yard, and turns to lead through the 
side yard to the side entry porch.   
 
A detached garage constructed in 2004 at the rear of the lot is the only other building 
onsite.  Landscaping consists solely of grass in the yard.   
 
SETTING 
 
The block is characterized by large, closely spaced, 2.5 story residences that 
encompass large portions of their lots.  These lots generally possess detached, 
rear-yard garages accessed from rear alleys.  These multi-family residences cater 
to individuals and families living immediately south of the Lake Street commercial 
and transit corridor. 
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CHANGES TO THE HISTORIC APPEARANCE 
 
The building has changed since 1920, when Fjelde sold this residence.1  City of 
Minneapolis Building Permit records indicate the following work since the building 
was constructed in 1907: 
• 1918 – porch alterations (see figures 8-11) 
• 1919, 1940, 1943 - plumbing work 
• 1933, 1940, 1946 – electrical work 
• 1940 – alterations to fur shop and two-family dwelling 
• 1940 – plaster  
• 1940, 1943, 1954 – heating 
• 1941 – construction of a freestanding garage 
• 1946 – stucco applied (see figures 5-11) 
• 1986 - replacement of freestanding garage 
• 1974, 1981 – reroof 
• 1995 – replace soffit, fascia, and gutters (see figures 5 and 6) 
• 1999 – convert duplex to four-plex 
• 2001 –electrical work, boiler work and gas reconnect 
• 2002 – installation of three basement egress windows and window wells (see 

figures 1 and 7) 
• 2004 - construct masonry block detached garage (see figure 7) 
• 2007 – permanently seal open standpipes 
• 2009 - demolition 

 
Visual evidence indicates additional work, to include the following: 
• replacement of front and side porches (see figures 1, 6, and 8-11) 
• removal of spindle balustrade outside of half story window above bay window 

(see figures 1, 6, and 10-11) 
• replacement of windows (see figures 1 and 5-10) 
• installation of new doors (see figures 1, 6-7, and 9) 
• installation of bars over windows (see figures 1 and 6-7) 
• installation of Dish Network TV antennae (see figures 1 and 6) 
• extensive interior changes to the materials and design of the duplex, to include 

partitioning for five dwelling units 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Abstract of Title to Lot 26, Block 2, Chicago Lake Park Addition to Minneapolis, 

Hennepin County Office of the Examiner of Titles, Minneapolis, MN.    
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Figure 8.  unknown woman in front of 3009 Park Avenue (background right), post-

1926, photo courtesy of Rolf Wunder 
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Figure 9.  Unknown children on 3009 Park Avenue front porch, pre-1918,  

photo courtesy of Rolf Wunder 
 
The house also sustained damage on September 29, 2009, in what has been declared 
an arson by the Minneapolis Police Department.  According to investigators, the fire 
originated on the southeast corner of the first floor in a kitchen and entryway.  The fire 
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burned holes in a first floor rear staircase.  The fire also traveled up interior walls in the 
rear of the building through plumbing pipe spaces.  On the second floor, the fire burned a 
back bedroom on the north side of the property and entered the attic and damaged the 
roof.   
 

 

 
 

 
Figure 10.  3009 Park Avenue after the fire, 30 September 2009, staff photo 

 
Despite these changes, the building retained the vast majority of its character 
defining features, until its December 24, 2009 demolition.  In this vernacular 
housing type, those features consist of: 
• its shape (a 2 ½-story simple, massed plan two units wide by three units deep).   
• its roof form (a medium-pitch, gable front roof possessing a full pediment and 

wide eave overhangs.  Two gable dormers placed midway along the roof bear 
cornice returns.) 

• its projections (two-story bay window and porches) 
  

 11



With the exception of its porches, which have been replaced, the building retains all 
of its character defining features. 
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Figure 11.  3009 Park Avenue, early twentieth century, courtesy of Rolf Wunder 
Note the bay window roof balustrade since removed from the building 

 
 7. Statement of Significance 
 
Applicable local designation criteria: 
 
2) The property is associated with the lives of significant persons or groups. 
 

Related local context (s): Art, immigration, and gender history 
 
Areas of significance: Art, social history 
            
Period (s) of significance: 1907-1920 
 
Significant dates:  1907 
 
Significant person (s):  Pauline Fjelde, 1861-1923 
            
Cultural affiliation: Norwegian immigrant 
 
Profession: Artist, embroiderer, weaver, dressmaker 
 
Architect/Builder: Boehme and Cordella / Olof Eneroth 

 

 
 

Figure 12.  Pauline Fjelde, circa 1900, courtesy of the Minnesota Historical 
Society 
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Statement of Significance 
 
The Pauline Fjelde House, located at 3009 Park Avenue, was constructed as a duplex in 
1907 for Fjelde by builder/contractor Olof Eneroth.  It was designed by Boehme & 
Cordella who were also the architects of the Swan Turnblad House (American Swedish 
Institute), a Minneapolis Landmark, and Gluek’s Restaurant, a contributing resource in 
the North Loop Warehouse Historic District.2   
 
The subject property is eligible for designation as City of Minneapolis Landmark due to 
its association with the life of a person significant to the city and state’s past: Pauline 
Fjelde (criterion 2).   
 
 

 

 
 

 
Figure 13.  Pauline Fjelde (right rear) and family, circa 1890, courtesy of the 

Minnesota Historical Society 
 
                                                 

2 City of Minneapolis Building Permit #B72455, 3009 Park Avenue; Files of the 
Swan Turnblad House, Planning Division, Community Planning and Economic 
Development Department, Minneapolis, MN; Files of the North Loop Warehouse 
Historic District, Planning Division, Community Planning and Economic Development 
Department, Minneapolis, MN.   
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UPBRINGING 
 
Pauline Gerhardine Fjelde was born in Aalesund, Norway, in 1861.  Her father Paul’s 
woodworking business in Skutvikskaret provided a comfortable life for Pauline along with 
her mother, her sister, and six brothers.  Pauline developed an early interest in art, 
enjoying drawing and painting in grammar school and different types of handwork taught 
to her by her mother.3   
 
Despite this seemingly pastoral upbringing, Pauline’s early life was marred with crises.  A 
“crippling disease” ravaged the valley where she lived when she was roughly twelve 
years old, leaving her with what was described as a curvature of the spine.  In 1871, 
Fjelde’s oldest brother, Oswald, left for the United States, fragmenting the family.  Her 
father soon followed, hoping to relocate his woodworking business.  While Oswald 
prospered, the patriarch of the family succumbed to smallpox in 1873.   
 
In about 1879 Pauline followed her brother, Jakob, to Copenhagen.  While her skills 
earned her a position as a needlework instructor, a letter from Pauline indicates that at 
least part of her four years abroad was characterized by loneliness and financial 
difficulties.  Pauline immigrated to the United States with Jakob in 1887.  After several 
months in Chicago they moved to Minneapolis.  There they were reunited with Oswald 
and their other brother, Henry.4  Shortly after, their mother Claudine joined them.   
 
Their reunion was short lived.  On January 12, 1890 Henry died.  Six days later Claudine 
died.5  Six years later Jakob died at the age of 37, leaving behind a wife and four young 
children.  Shortly after Pauline’s health began to fail in 1918, her brother Herman died.  
Pauline welcomed two of his four children into her home.6   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
3 Gail Marie Aaneson, The Life and Work of Miss Pauline Fjelde, Minnesota 

Weaver-Embroideress, Masters Thesis, University of Minnesota, 1971, 4-7.   
4 Gail Marie Aaneson, The Life and Work of Miss Pauline Fjelde, Minnesota 

Weaver-Embroideress, Masters Thesis, University of Minnesota, 1971, 4-7.  
5 Minneapolis City Directory, 1890; Find A Grave, “Henrik Fjelde,” [http://www. 

findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=fjelde&GSfn=henrik&GSbyrel=in&GSdy= 
1890&GSdyrel=in&GSob=n&GRid=21319081&] accessed 1 September 2009. 

6 Gail Marie Aaneson, The Life and Work of Miss Pauline Fjelde, Minnesota 
Weaver-Embroideress, Masters Thesis, University of Minnesota, 1971, 13-14, 20-21.   
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Figure 14.  Fjelde family members at the Claudine and Henrik Fjelde monument, 
Lakewood Cemetery, Minneapolis, courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society 

 
CAREER 
 
Despite these difficulties, Pauline, her brother Jakob, and her sister Thomane, found 
great success as artists in Minneapolis.  In 1889, Pauline earned recognition in a 
Minneapolis Tribune article highlighting exceptional needlework and fancy work at the 
state fair that year.7  By 1892 Pauline and Thomane had opened a needlework shop in 
the Reeve Building on Nicollet Avenue, establishing a reputation for fine work.8  In 1893, 
Fjelde was commissioned with her sister, Thomane, to embroider the first state flag 
(used from 1893 to 1957).  Fjelde’s handiwork won her numerous awards and enabled 
her to support herself through a commercial embroidering enterprise in downtown 
Minneapolis during one of the nation’s worst depressions.  Most notably, her work on the 
state flag won Fjelde and her sister a gold medal at the World’s Columbian Exposition of 
1893 in Chicago, held to mark the 400th anniversary of Columbus’ voyage to America.9  

                                                 
7 “By Fair Hands,” Minneapolis Tribune 15 September 1889, 7  
8 Minneapolis City Directory, 1892-1893; Gail Marie Aaneson, The Life and Work 

of Miss Pauline Fjelde, Minnesota Weaver-Embroideress, Masters Thesis, University of 
Minnesota, 1971, 12.   

9 William M. Becker, “The Origin of the Minnesota State Flag,” Minnesota History 
53 (Spring 1992), 5-6, 8.  
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In 1898 Pauline and Thomane had earned enough of a reputation to be listed as the 
Fjelde Sisters in the Minneapolis City Directory.  That year they moved their enterprise to 
the arcade of the Syndicate Building where Jakob had worked as a sculptor prior to his 
death.10 
 

 

 
 

 
Figure 15.  First Minnesota state flag design, courtesy of the Minnesota Historical 

Society 
 
A mere four feet eight inches in height, Pauline’s small stature was dwarfed by her 
curiosity and work ethic.  Although her formal education ended at grammar school, she 
remained an avid reader and student of the arts.  Throughout her life Pauline not only 
maintained contact with her Norwegian relatives but also traveled abroad to Norway, 
Germany, Denmark, France, and Luxembourg studying art and visiting, for as long as 
one and one-half years on one trip.11  Pauline’s skills earned her employment teaching 
embroidery and weaving to students in Minnesota, New York, and Denmark.  Her 
informal and formal philanthropy and assistance extended to family members, newly 
arrived Norwegian immigrants, the Red Cross, and a tubercular sanitarium in her native 
land of Norway.12  The wherewithal required to maintain these pursuits as a single 

                                                 
10 Minneapolis City Directory, 1895-1896, 1898.  
11 Gail Marie Aaneson, The Life and Work of Miss Pauline Fjelde, Minnesota 

Weaver-Embroideress, Masters Thesis, University of Minnesota, 1971, 16-18, 22-23; 
“The City in Brief,” Minneapolis Tribune 1 Nov 1894, 5.  

12 Gail Marie Aaneson, The Life and Work of Miss Pauline Fjelde, Minnesota 
Weaver-Embroideress, Masters Thesis, University of Minnesota, 1971, 7, 19-20; 
“Holtzerman’s Chicago Store,” Minneapolis Tribune, 22 April 1894, 3, 21-23. 
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woman, immigrant, and artist stands as testament to her determination, commercial 
success and independence.   
 
FINAL YEARS 
 
At age 57, Fjelde was diagnosed with a liver tumor.  For the next five years the cancer 
spread, slowly diminishing her strength.  Fjelde lived her final years as she had lived the 
rest of her life: creating art, persevering through illness, and supporting herself and her 
loved ones.13  She died two days before Christmas in 1923.14     
 
3009 PARK AVENUE 
 
After living in various spaces, this single woman paid $7500 to construct a duplex at 
3009 Park Avenue in 1907.15  While residing here she began her magnum opus: the 
lauded Hiawatha tapestry.  Woven in the Gobelin method, the 9’ x 8.5’ tapestry took over 
a decade to complete and depicted a scene from Longfellow’s Song of Hiawatha: 
another artist’s ode to early life in Minnesota, and one that came to be strongly 
associated with the state during its early years.16  For a decade Fjelde lived in this home, 
rented one dwelling unit, and ran her business out of the building.  Members of the Twin 
Cities’ most prominent families, including the Walkers, Hills, and Pillsburys, visited this 
building in need of Fjelde’s services.17  The building symbolizes the upward mobility of 
not only a single woman but also a Norwegian immigrant during a period of time when 
both demographic groups experienced difficulty establishing themselves.   
 
The building’s period of significance is 1907-1920, the time from when Fjelde had the 
building constructed until she sold the property to Francis A. Anderson in 1920.18   
 
 

                                                 
13 Gail Marie Aaneson, The Life and Work of Miss Pauline Fjelde, Minnesota 

Weaver-Embroideress, Masters Thesis, University of Minnesota, 1971, 20-21.   
14 “Minnesota Death Certificates Index” 

[http://people.mnhs.org/dci/results.cfm?CERTID=1923-MN-022531] accessed 
December 15, 2008. 

15 City of Minneapolis Building Permit #B72455, 3009 Park Avenue.   
16 “Fjelde Sculptures and Tapestry Will Be on Exhibition,” Fjelde Family 

Biography File, James K. Hosmer Special Collections, Minneapolis Central Library, 
Minneapolis, MN. 

17 Minneapolis City Directory, 1910; Gail Marie Aaneson, The Life and Work of 
Miss Pauline Fjelde, Minnesota Weaver-Embroideress, Masters Thesis, University of 
Minnesota, 1971, 16-17, 19, 104; "Index to the 1910 United States Federal Census," 
_Ancestry.com_ (Online: The Generations Network, Inc., 2009), 
<http://www.ancestry.com> [Digital copy of original records in the National Archives, 
Washington, D.C.], subscription database, accessed 18 August 2009. 

18 Abstract of Title to Lot 26, Block 2, Chicago Lake Park Addition to Minneapolis, 
Hennepin County Office of the Examiner of Titles, Minneapolis, MN.    
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OTHER ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
 
While 3009 Park Avenue meets local significance criterion 2, the building is not eligible 
for designation as a City of Minneapolis Landmark per the following criteria: 
 
Criterion 1: The property is associated with significant events or with periods that 
exemplify broad patterns of cultural, political, economic or social history. 
 
While Pauline Fjelde did live in and run her business out of this residence, the building 
was not the site of historically significant events.  The sum of Pauline Fjelde’s 
accomplishments is certainly significant, due to its association with her, but is by no 
means the sole or most significant example of events in Minneapolis associated with the 
upward mobility of women, artists, or immigrants. 
 
Criterion 3: The property contains or is associated with distinctive elements of city or 
neighborhood identity.   
 
This multi-family residential building’s placement immediately south of Lake Street 
reflects the development pattern associated with this commercial corridor that began in 
the early 1880s.  The smaller lot size, greater density, and provision for rental housing is 
an element of this portion of Park Avenue that markedly contrasts with the large lots and 
big, spread out single family residences just north of Lake Street.  Nevertheless, this 
development pattern is not in and of itself historically significant since the pattern 
represents the basic way development occurs in most communities.   
 
Criterion 4: The property embodies the distinctive characteristics of an architectural or 
engineering type or style, or method of construction. 
 
Designed in a vernacular style common throughout the city of Minneapolis and this block 
of Park Avenue, the building lacks the architectural details and original features of 
numerous better remaining examples.   
 
Criterion 5: The property exemplifies a landscape design or development pattern 
distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness or quality of design or detail.   
 
The majority of the lot contains impermeable surfaces (two buildings and paved areas).  
No other vegetation besides grass and weeds exists on the lot. 
 
Criterion 6: The property exemplifies works of master builders, engineers, designers, 
artists, craftsmen or architects.   
 
Although the renowned architectural firm of Boehme and Cordella designed the home, 
the property’s association with this architectural firm is neither the best example of this 
firm’s work (the Swan Turnblad House, one of the first two landmarks designated by the 
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city, is the best residential example) nor the most representative since this design mimics 
the design of numerous homes on this block and throughout the City of Minneapolis, 
many of which were built without the aid of an architect.   
 
Criterion 7: The property has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in 
prehistory or history. 
 
Not being located along known indigenous transportation routes or waterways, the site in 
question contains little potential to yield information important in prehistory.  The relative 
simplicity and commonality of this building’s design indicates that the residence contains 
little potential to yield information important in prehistory. 
 
INTEGRITY 
 
In addition to being historically significant, the Pauline Fjelde Residence retained its 
ability to communicate its historical significance as evident in its retention of five of the 
seven aspects of integrity, until its December 24, 2009 demolition.    
 
Location: The original Building Permit for this home notes that the building was 
constructed onsite, indicating that the building maintains integrity of location.19   
 
Design: Historical photographs and Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps indicate that a 
full width front porch and small side porch have been replaced.  No other major 
exterior design changes are evident.20  With the exception of its porches the 
building retains all of its character defining features.  Since the basic design of the 
exterior building remains intact, the building possesses integrity of design. 
 
Setting: The property’s integrity of setting remains intact.  The home continues to stand 
on the border of a residential district and commercial corridor along Lake Street.  Many 
adjacent homes bear a very similar design to 3009 Park Avenue and also were 
constructed in the early 1900s.     
 
Materials: The building does not possess integrity of materials.  Building Permit records 
indicate that the building’s original cladding was replaced with stucco in 1946.  In 1995 
the owner replaced the soffit, fascia, and gutters.  Numerous windows and doors have 
been replaced.  Reroofings were conducted in 1974 and 1981.    
 
Workmanship: Historical photographs of the property obtained since the Heritage 
Preservation Commission considered the Demolition of a Historic Resource application 
indicate numerous changes to the building since 1920.  The changes include the 
removal of a front porch with a wood spindle balustrade, ashlar foundation, and Ionic 
columns; the replacement of a side porch; the removal of leaded glass windows; and the 
removal of a wood spindle balustrade from the half story window overlooking the bay 

                                                 
19 City of Minneapolis Building Permit #B72455, 3009 Park Avenue.  
20 Photographs from the Personal Collection of Rolf Wunder.   
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window.21  While the building retains its integrity of design, it has lost the vast majority of 
elements that clearly indicate the workmanship originally imbued in the building.  Early 
twentieth century workmanship is still evident in the existing trim around a set of windows 
in the pediment of the front elevation, but this is insufficient to permit the building to 
retain integrity of workmanship.   
 
Feeling: The building’s integrity of feeling remains. The subject property continues to 
serve its original function as a residential property on the border of a residential district 
and commercial corridor.  In addition, the subject property is a similar design, scale, size, 
and massing as the neighboring properties to the south.  Even though the front elevation 
has been altered, the property’s expression of a particular period of time is evident.  
 
Association: The residence retains its integrity of association.  Although the lot has 
changed owners twenty-five times since Fjelde sold it in 1920, Fjelde was the original 
owner and resident of the building.22  Additionally, this residence was the first home she 
built; the home that Fjelde owned for the longest period of her life; her place of business; 
and her residence during the period that she created her greatest artistic achievement: 
the Hiawatha tapestry.  Although it has deteriorated substantially since 1920, the building 
would be recognizable to Fjelde and her contemporaries because it remains in its 
original location and retains its character defining features. 
 
Interior Integrity: Visual evidence indicates extensive deterioration and interior alterations 
clearly not dating back to the building’s period of significance.  Indeed, few features 
inside the building appear old enough to date back to 1920.  The building’s interior does 
not retain its ability to communicate its historical significance and is therefore not suitable 
for designation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
21 Photographs from the Personal Collection of Rolf Wunder.   
22 Tract Index, Lot 26, Block 2, Chicago Lake Park Addition to Minneapolis, 

Hennepin County Public Records Division, Minneapolis, MN; Abstract of Title to Lot 26, 
Block 2, Chicago Lake Park Addition to Minneapolis, Hennepin County Office of the 
Examiner of Titles, Minneapolis, MN.          
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OTHER BUILDINGS 
 
Of any building left in Minneapolis, 3009 Park Avenue maintains the strongest 
association with Pauline Fjelde.   
 

Figure 16. Pauline Fjelde’s Places of Business in Minneapolis 
Place of Business Years Building Extant? Sources Besides City Directories, 

City Building Permit Records, and 
Contemporary Photographs 

35 Reeve Building & 
415-417 Cedar 
Avenue 
(Holtzerman’s 
Chicago Store) 

1893-1894  No (Reeve 
Building) and 
yes 
(Holtzerman’s) 

“Holtzerman’s Chicago Store,” 
Minneapolis Tribune, 22 April 
1894, 3; Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Map, Minneapolis, MN, 1885-
1889; Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Map, Minneapolis, MN, 1912-
1930, Vol. 4, 359; The Dual City 
Blue Book, Saint Paul: R.L. Polk & 
Co., 1893-1894. 

260, 360, and 365  
Syndicate Arcade 

1898-1901 No 1900 U.S. Federal Census; Larry 
Millett, Lost Twin Cities (St. Paul: 
Minnesota Historical Society 
Press, 1992) 156-158. 

360 Syndicate 
Arcade 

1902-1907 No Larry Millett, Lost Twin Cities (St. 
Paul: Minnesota Historical Society 
Press, 1992) 156-158; Gail Marie 
Aaneson, The Life and Work of 
Miss Pauline Fjelde, Minnesota 
Weaver-Embroideress, Masters 
Thesis, University of Minnesota, 
104. 

3008 Park Avenue 1906 or 
1907 

Yes (moved 
offsite) 

Gail Marie Aaneson, The Life and 
Work of Miss Pauline Fjelde, 
Minnesota Weaver-Embroideress, 
Masters Thesis, University of 
Minnesota, 1971, 16.  

3009 Park Avenue 1908-1918 Yes Gail Marie Aaneson, The Life and 
Work of Miss Pauline Fjelde, 
Minnesota Weaver-Embroideress, 
Masters Thesis, University of 
Minnesota, 1971, 16, 19, 104.  

311 Wilmac Building 1920-1923 No 1920 U.S. Federal Census 
NOTE: City directories list no place of business for Pauline Fjelde during the following 
years: 188-1893, 1894-1897, 1908-1919. 
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The Reeve, Syndicate and Wilmac buildings, where Fjelde’s embroidery business was 
housed for periods of time, have all been demolished.23  The Reeve Building’s site at 4th 
Street and Nicollet Avenue has changed radically, most recently with the construction of 
the Central Library and previously with the construction of a parking garage, parking lot, 
and a 1965 office building.  Fjelde also worked in the Syndicate Building on the east side 
of Nicollet Avenue between 5th and 6th streets, but that edifice was destroyed by a fire in 
1989.24  The Wilmac Building at 719 Nicollet Avenue was demolished in late 1968 and 
early 1969 shortly before the IDS Center was constructed onsite.25   
 
One commercial building associated with Pauline Fjelde’s commercial life for at least a 
short period of time is extant, but is historically significant for other reasons.  An 1894 
Minneapolis Tribune advertisement boasts of having the Fjelde Sisters in charge of the 
Fancy Goods Department of Holtzerman’s Chicago Store at 415-417 Cedar Avenue, and 
notes that Pauline Fjelde taught onsite as well.26  The Holtzerman Building, which 
housed the store, remains standing at what is now 417-423 Cedar Avenue South (417 
Cedar Avenue South, according to City records).  While the building is neither locally nor 
nationally designated as historic, it was deemed eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1981.  A 2003 city-initiated reconnaissance survey 
determined the property eligible for local designation as a Minneapolis Landmark.  
Nevertheless, these determinations clearly indicate that the property is historically 
significant due to its association with the immigrant-based commercial development of 
the Cedar-Riverside area under the long-standing ownership of the Holtzerman family.  
Although the Holtzerman’s tenure at the building ended after more than seventy-five 
years, the building continues to offer retail goods and services to the neighborhoods new 
immigrants.  Nothing in either evaluation suggests that the store’s significance is derived 

27from its one-time association with Pauline Fjelde.   Furthermore, city directories which 

                                                 

27 Teresa Lang, National Register of Historic Places Inventory-Nomination Form: 
The Holtzerman Building, 6 December 1981, 417-423 Cedar Ave. S., Potential Historic 
Resource Files, Planning Division, Community Planning and Economic Development 
Department, Minneapolis, MN; Mead and Hunt, Inc., Minneapolis HPC Building 
Inventory Form: 417-419 Cedar Avenue South, 417-423 Cedar Ave. S., Potential 
Historic Resource Files, Planning Division, Community Planning and Economic 
Development Department, Minneapolis, MN; Mead and Hunt, Inc., Minneapolis HPC 
Building Inventory Form: 421-423 Cedar Avenue South, 417-423 Cedar Ave. S., 
Potential Historic Resource Files, Planning Division, Community Planning and 
Economic Development Department, Minneapolis, MN. 

23 Minneapolis City Directory, 1893-1894, 1895-1896, 1898-1901, 1904-1907, 
1923.  

24 Larry Millett, Lost Twin Cities (St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 
1992) 156-158. 

25 City of Minneapolis Wrecking Permit #I13458, 717-721 Nicollet Avenue; 
“Wilmac Building, 719 Nicollet, Minneapolis,” Norton & Peel Photograph Collection 
11/18/1958, Negative no. NP255509, Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul, MN. 

26  “Holtzerman’s Chicago Store,” Minneapolis Tribune, 22 April 1894, 3. 
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routinely listed Fjelde’s place of business never listed this building as her work 
address.28   
 
3009 Park Avenue is not the only Minneapolis residence associated with Pauline Fjelde.  
Minneapolis City Directories from 1887 to 1907 indicate that Fjelde lived for short periods 
of time in eight different spaces with her sister, Thomane, until she paid to have 3009 
Park Avenue constructed in 1907.29   
 

Figure 17. Pauline Fjelde’s Minneapolis Residences 
Residence Years Residence 

Extant? 
Sources Besides City Directories, City 

Building Permit Records, and 
Contemporary Photographs 

1406 E 21st St 1888-1889 No  
627 ½  NE 5th St 1890-1893 Yes  
2432 9th Ave S 1893-1894 Unclear Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 

Minneapolis, MN, 1885-1889; Sanborn 
Fire Insurance Map, Minneapolis, MN, 
1912-1930, Vol. 4, 359; The Dual City 

Blue Book, Saint Paul: R.L. Polk & Co., 
1893-1894. 

2540 10th Ave S 1894-1896 No  
916 3rd Ave S 1897 No  

2518 10th Ave S 1898-1901 No 1900 U.S. Federal Census 
2528 Elliot Ave 1902-1905 No  
3008 Park Ave 1906-1907 Yes (moved 

offsite) 
 

3009 Park Ave 1908-1918 Yes 1910 U.S. Federal Census 
4715 15th Ave S 1919-1923 Yes 1920 U.S. Federal Census 
NOTE: City directories list no residence for Pauline Fjelde during 1887-1888 when she 
first arrived in Minneapolis. 

 
From 1888-1889 Fjelde lived at 1406 21st Street East.30  The Minneapolis Community 
Development Authority demolished this dwelling in 1988.31  A single story, masonry 
commercial building now occupies the site. 
 
F
b
s  

rom 1890-1893 Fjelde lived in an apartment at 627 ½ 5th Street Northeast.32  The 
uilding remains standing.33  This may have been the building where Pauline and her 
ister embroidered her award-winning state flag.  In any event, it remains an apartment

                                                 
28 Minneapolis City Directory, 1886-1924.   
29 City of Minneapolis Building Permit #B72455, 3009 Park Avenue.   
30 Minneapolis City Directory, 1888-1889. 
31 City of Minneapolis Building Permit # I021688, 1406 E 21st Street    
32 Minneapolis City Directory, 1890-1893. 
33 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Minneapolis, MN, 1885-1889, Vol. 2, 66; 33 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Minneapolis, MN, 1912-1930, Vol. 7, 765.  
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building.  Only one portion of the building is associated with her.  She did not pay to ha
the building constructed, she simply lived and worked there before she was able to a
commercial work space.  While the building 

ve 
fford 

is undoubtedly associated with Pauline 
jelde, it is clearly not the best remaining example of her significance to the city and 

ed 

nt building to live in a wood shed, but the residence currently at 2432 9  Avenue 
outh was not constructed until 1905.   The neighboring flat at 2436 9th Avenue South 

s 

 
2 9  

er and 

y 

om 1898-1901 Fjelde lived at 2518 10  Avenue South.   This building was moved to 
2520 10th Avenue South in 1901 and demolished by the Herbst Construction Company in 
1986 to make way for a Children’s Health Center (now Children’s Hospital) parking 

                                                

F
state.   
 
From 1893 to 1894 Fjelde lived at 2432 9th Avenue South.34   Ninth Avenue South no 
longer exists outside of the downtown area.  It was renamed Elliot Avenue around the 
turn of the twentieth century.  Building permit records indicate that the only structure at 
2432 9th Avenue South in the 1890s was a wood shed constructed in 1889.  That sh
is no longer extant.  It is extremely unlikely that Pauline Fjelde moved from a large 
apartme th

S
was constructed in 1886, but was clearly identified as # 2436 on its original building 
permit in 1886.  The city directory and blue books that are the source of Fjelde’s addres
may both be incorrect, but staff has been unable to conclusively prove this.  The 1885-
1889 edition of Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps of the city do not cover this neighborhood. 
The Minneapolis Star Tribune lists two deaths and one prize winning resident at 243 th

Avenue South between 1893 and 1896.35  In any event, a Minneapolis Star Tribune 
article dated November 1, 1894 indicates that Pauline Fjelde had spent the past six 
months studying art in Denmark and Germany.  Additionally, city directories and 
newspaper advertisements indicate that she maintained two commercial spaces to 
conduct her work during this time.  Whether flat or woodshed, it is clear that Pauline 
Fjelde lived in this space for less than two years and did not run her business from this 
address.  If part of 2436 Elliot Avenue South was indeed her residence, it is clearly not 
the best remaining example of her significance to the city and state.    
  
From 1894-1896 Fjelde lived at 2518 10th Avenue South.36  The Minnesota Lumb
Wrecking Company demolished this building in 1964.37    
 
In 1897 Fjelde lived at 916 3rd Avenue South.38  This building was demolished in 1917 b
the Cleveland Wrecking Company.39   
 

th 40Fr

 

35 “Gra ar 
Tribun olis Star Tribune, 15 September 1895, 
21. 

34 Minneapolis City Directory, 1893-1894. 
ve,” Minneapolis Star Tribune, 20 June 1893, 8; “Died,” Minneapolis St
e, 7 July 1896, 7; “Prize Puzzles,” Minneap

36 Minneapolis City Directory, 1894-1896. 
37 City of Minneapolis Building Permit # I9648, 2540 10  Avenue South.   

 Minneapolis City Directory, 1898-1901. 

th

38 Minneapolis City Directory, 1897. 
39  City of Minneapolis Building Permit #I982, 916 3rd Avenue South.   
40
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garage.41  Fjelde moved across the block to 2528 Elliot Avenue from 1902-1905.42  The 
Truck Crane Service demolished this 2.5 story wood frame 43 duplex in 1969.   Today the 

hildren’s Hospital stands on this site.   

ark Avenue, a 1.5 story wood frame home built in 
905 for Thomane Hansen, Pauline’s sister.44  William H. Doepke moved 3008 Park 

 

s 3009 Park Avenue.  In 1918 Pauline Fjelde 
ired the Keith Company to design this small, single-story residence.46  Pauline lived in 

er sister, Thomane, and another woman how to 
nish the fourth border of the tapestry.48     

C
 
From 1906-1907 Fjelde lived at 3008 P
1
Avenue to 2930 Park Avenue in 1956.45  The building remains on this site one-half block
north of 3009 Park Avenue, while a car wash now stands at 3008 Park Avenue where 
Pauline and her sister once resided.   
 
While her final residence prior to her death, 4715 15th Avenue South, is still in existence, 
it is not as strongly associated with her a
h
the 15th Avenue house only during the final four years of her life, and owned her 3009 
Park Avenue residence until 1920.47  Pauline attempted to complete the Hiawatha 
Tapestry during the years that she resided at 4715 15th Avenue South while suffering 
from a liver tumor.  Realizing that she would die before the tapestry’s completion, 
Pauline spent her final days teaching h
fi
 
 

                                                 
41 th  City of Minneapolis Building Permit Index Card, 2518 10  Avenue South; City 

of Minneapolis Building Permit Index Card, 2520 10th Avenue South.   

907. 
inneapolis 

Buildin ity of Minneapolis Building Permit 
Index C

ue South; City of 
Minnea  Avenue South; City of Minneapolis 
Buildin ty Directory, 1919.  
NOTE: H.L. McCoig and Company began building a house at 4721 15th Avenue South 
for Pau

me’s address appears to have changed to 4715 15th 
Avenu

ago 
, 

rs Thesis, University of Minnesota, 1971, 20-21.   

42 Minneapolis City Directory, 1902-1905. 
43  City of Minneapolis Building #I14185, 2528 Elliot Avenue. 
44 Minneapolis City Directory, 1906-1
45  City of Minneapolis Building #B61958, 3008 Park Avenue; City of M
g Permit Index Card, 3008 Park Avenue; C
ard, 2930 Park Avenue. 

46 City of Minneapolis Building Permit #B133186, 4721 15th Aven
thpolis Building Permit Index Card, 4721 15

g Permit Index Card, 4715 15th Avenue South; Minneapolis Ci

line Fjelde in September 1918.  City of Minneapolis Building Permit records 
indicate that this was the first house built on the block between 47th and 48th streets 
east.  On October 9, 1918, the ho

e South, probably due to the creation of new lots or reassignment of addresses in 
this nascent neighborhood.   

47“Fjelde Sculptures and Tapestry Will Be on Exhibition,” Fjelde Family Biography 
File, James K. Hosmer Special Collections, Minneapolis Central Library, Minneapolis, 
MN; Minneapolis City Directory, 1918-1923; Abstract of Title to Lot 26, Block 2, Chic
Lake Park Addition to Minneapolis, Hennepin County Office of the Examiner of Titles
Minneapolis, MN.      

48 Gail Marie Aaneson, The Life and Work of Miss Pauline Fjelde, Minnesota 
Weaver-Embroideress, Maste
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Figure 16.  4715 15th Avenue South, October 2008, staff photo 

 
CONTEXT IN RELATION TO OTHER LOCALLY DESIGNATED LANDMARKS 
 
3009 Park Avenue’s place within other categories of historic properties in Minneapolis is 
worth noting.  Only one designated landmark (the Hosmer Branch Library) and one 
designated historic district (The Healy Block Historic District) exist within the Central 
neighborhoo  Pauline 

jelde residence, constructed in the first decade of the twentieth century.  Most of those 
 Martin 

ouse, are monumental in character and do not represent Minneapolis’ middle class.  

 
se, 

Gratia Countryman.  While the Handicraft Guild Building is associated with many local 
artists, Pauline Fjelde was not affiliated with this institution.49 

d where Fjelde’s residence stands.  Twenty-two landmarks like the
F
residences, such as the Semple House, Carpenter House, Turnblad House, and
H
Currently only eleven Minneapolis Landmarks provide tangible evidence of the influence 
of historically significant women: the Frank and Karen Brooberg Residence, the Little
Sisters of the Poor Home for the Aged, the Maternity Hospital, the Lena O. Smith Hou
the Woman’s Club of Minneapolis, the Handicraft Guild Building, the Franklin Branch 
Library, the Hosmer Branch Library, the Old East Lake Library, the Linden Hills Branch 
Library, and the Roosevelt Branch Library.  The latter five are associated with librarian 

                                                 
49 Landmark Files, Planning Division, Community Planning and Economic 

Development Department, Minneapolis, MN; Michael Conforti, ed., Art and Life on the 
Upper Mississippi, 1890-1915 (Dover: University of Delaware press, 1994), 187.  NOTE: 
Confor e 

uild.   
ti’s compilation notes Fjelde being affiliated with the Minneapolis School of Fin

Arts when other award winning artists affiliated themselves with the handicraft G
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 8. Geographical Data 
 
Acreage of Property:  0.11 acres 
 
PIN number: 0202824220035 
Legal Description: Lot 26, Block 2, Chicago Lake Park Addition to Minneapolis  
 
The designation includes the parcel of land historically associated with the property. 
 
9. Form prepared by: 
 
Name/Title:  John Smoley, Ph.D. 
 
Organization:  City of Minneapolis, CPED-Planning 

treet and number: 250 4th Street South   Telephone:  (612) 673-2830 

ity: Minneapolis   State: MN  Zip:  55415 

0. Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission Comments 

 
S
 
C
 
1
 

Date submitted to Minneapolis HPC: March 2, 2010 

Date of Minneapolis HPC comment: March 2, 2010 
 

 
11. Description of City Council Action 
 
Des tion of property pursuant to: Action of the Heritage Preservation 
Commission per the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances, Chapter 599.480.

igna
   

Date o
 

f action:  
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