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Neighborhood
is getting its
backbone back

DiChuciiine Twin Cities
Journal

Architect Theron Potter

Healy built 14 of the 24

homes/on the block bordered by 2nd and 3rd Avs. and
31st and 32nd Sts. in south Minneapolis, a once-stylish
neighborhood peopled by the likes of J:B. Hudson and
Healy himself. )

Mar)ory Holly's home was built by Healy in 1891. It has
15 rooms, counting the original bathroom and a three-
season porch with lots of staind-glass windows, antique
- fixtures, two fireplaces, built-in buffets of fumed oak,
dazzling parlor spindl¢work and nooks and crannies
' everywhere.

- The three things it doesn't have are location,
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l‘;; recent years, commuters on Interstate Hwy. 35W could
y Healy Block homeownsr Marjory Holly: 8he hounds prostitutes,
qul;nlld.contlnued on page )?4A 3 i neglect their houses, sco?a anycne who litters and “has fits” in pols ym" otfices.
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Cirowing up here was fun We had
wonderful newghbory and lota of chel

ants of a few thousand doflary cach
’:mn Hongywell lor roofing, painting

gourml/ She gnves neighborhood improvements a foot in the door

lows and other signs of decline
Healy Block, decline caused by
, drugs, prosutuuon — and the
y ttself, just yards away from
oak and stained glass.

*Lhc collapsing porches, boarded

W the commuters are seeing some-
thing new: scaffolding.

vEcan’t tell you how many times
people who drive along the fregway
have commented on the histon¢
homes there,” said City Council
President Sharon Sayles Belton,
'_ahose Eighth Ward includes Healy
e ;

4 l'hey ve watched those homes dete-
fiorate over-the years,” she said.
“We’ve gone up and down there, but
We're at a good point right now. I
ghink it's highly likely we have the
momentum to get the block under
TFenovation.

"‘Healy 1s our front door. People get

* gheir impression of our neighborhood
when they drive past on the freeway.
When those houses get restored to
their original beauty and prestige,
that's going to make a major
difference.”

When Holly moved into the worn,
weary house at 3111 2nd AV. S. in
1966, neighboring homeowners “de-
scended on us in droves,” she said.

**We were vxewed very suspiciously.
TAre you going to fix it up? Are you
poing-te have renters? "

Now she is a drove all by herself.

She hounds prostitutes (one socked
her in the nose) and the absentee
owners of crack houses. She harasses
people who litter or neglect their
property. She takes pictures.

She once “had a fit” in thie mayor’s
office, and she hasn’t spared Gov.
Arne Carlson. “I was in the group
that picketed at the governor’s resi-
dence on the 35W expansion,” she
said proudly.

Her exbression darkened.
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A row of architect Theron Potter Heaiy’s homes in the 3100 block of 2nd Av. S. in Minneapolis

“1 was surprised at his alley,” she
said. “Overflowing dumpsters.”

It would be nice, Holly said, if the
freeway were somewhere else. But
she can tolerate the tumult; the mas-
sive old house shuts it out nicely

Crack dealing down the street 15 an-
other matter. So 18 prostitution

The block hit bottom five years ago.
It had become more retail than resi-
dential: four crack houses, two room-
ing houses for prostitutes. Holly and
others saw women serving customers
on front lawns.

It affected how people looked at Aer,
she said. “People see you here and
assume, if you are female, that you're
a prostitute. If you are male, you

must be a pimp or a crack dealer.’
So why does she stay?

*[ like houses thai talk and have
stories to tell,” she said. “I grew up in
new houses; that's what my parents
liked. But I want a house that
squeaks, creaks and has a history ™

It also has a long to-do list, from
porch skirting that needs repair (o an
upstairs bedroom wall that cracked,
she said, when the freeway was dyna-
mited through the neighborhood

“You can’t ever wake up and say
there's nothing to do,” Holly said. "It
needs a lot of work.”

And a lot of advocacy

Agitator’ would be & good word for
me,” Holly said, smiling, “I'm not
very popular in some places.™

Sayies Belton sard that she would
choose other words 10 describe Holly

“Margic is relentless,” she said. “She
1s lenacious. She 1s @ woman with a
vision and she's not going 1o let any-
one detract her from thar”

Mary Walsh, who owns a home on
3rd Av. S., could call Holly some-
thing else: a newcomer,

“I"ve lived here for 8] years,” she
said. 1 was born upstairs in the front
bedroom

deen w play with, We knew the fam
thes, there was visiting, and you
knew what they were ke and what
they did for a living

Ie recent years, ber home has been
broken mto twice, “once when | was
ia the front yard cutting the grass
And ity difficult 1o keep the front
yard looking nice

You go out 10 & Monst and buy
swome ptants and put thedh m  she
said. “Maybe you spend §35 And the
kads just pull them out

Why does she stay?
It's the vnly place |'ve ever lived

She was credst manager for a hard
ware wholesaler for 34 years, but she
had 1o retire 2t 60 Now she cares for
an ashing sister and tends o the house
and yard. In the late aflerncon, she
likes 1o wt on her front porch and
read the newspaper

*It used 1o be more relaxing,” she
said. “Now you have 10 watch all the
|prostitution | pickups. The piris
come sashaying along Ome girl
especially, she props herself up and
looks into all the cars as they come
by. Some of the cars slow down, and
preity soon she gets into one

‘Once | watched a cop pull a man
and a woman nght out of the car |
guesa he had the evidence be needed
Oh, | was excited™

But she doesn’t confront the street
hookers the way Holly does”

*Oh, no,” sf said, turning to her
neighbor. “You're bolder than fam. |
don’t have the confidence anymore.”

In October, the Healy Block residents
won an award from the Minneapolis
Hertage Preservation Commission
the If At First You Don't Succeed
awdrd. And this spning, the Minne-
apolis Community Development
Agency, which owns three of the
houses, provided $17,000 for housing

_development assistance.

Several homeowners also received

and other exterior projects. First
Hank ofMcers have waied with rew
denty abowt 8 rehailiaton loan

progeam

The city and Corporsie 10 veslments
are vital, according 1o Holly

That grves us leptimacy,” she sid.
"I says, “You can do decent thangs i
an area that's been describod a8 3
hagh-crime area

Ome house, 81 3116 Jrd Av. 5, has
been placed on the Nitional Regisier

[ Historic Places. The rest of the
block has 3 local heston dﬂs‘ﬂllm\
and the homeownery are working
wilh a preservalion pLanacY

Strert hghtiog would be nice,” Haol
y sasd, making 3 mental wish list
Fencing, painling, resloration

It spreads,” she sasd. “Just like

rime
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