Advice on how to “enliven, enrich, un-barnacle,
and ‘controversialize’ library collections”

THE BLACK MILITANT reads. But
not Jet, Ebony, and Booker T. Wash-
ington. He turns to W. E. B. DuBois,
Frantz Fanon, Malcolm X, LeRoi
Jones, Stokely Carmichael, Eldridge
Cleaver, Freedomways, Soulbook, The
Journal of Black Poetry, and Black
~ Dialogue.

The “peacenik” and ‘“New Leftist”
read. But not Norman Podhoretz,
Max Ascoli, the Nation, and New Re-
public. They want Herbert Marcuse,
Staughton Lynd, Conor Cruise O’Brien,
Tom Hayden, Paul Goodman, Ram-
parts, New Left Notes, the Guardian
(New York), WIN, and Liberation.

The Spanish-speaking, proud, and
angry “Chicano” reads. But not Selec-
ciones del Reader's Digest. He de-
mands Reies Tijerina, Che Guevara,
Corky Gonzalez, Cesar Chavez, and
the lately-erupted papers and maga-
zines of the barrio.

The folk-rocking, “turned-on,” bead-
wearing, long-haired generation reads.
But not Norman Vincent Peale and
the New York Times. It prefers Allen
Ginsberg, Ed Sanders, Gary Snyder,
the “underground press,” A. S. Neill,
Charles Bukowski, Jerry Rubin, and
experimental, taboo-busting, life-
affirming mags like the San Francisco
Earthquake, Realist, City Lights Jour-
nal, Boss, and Caterpillar.

Does the black militant, political
rebel, Chicano, or Establishment-shy
youth find what he wants in the
neighborhood or college library? No,
baby. And it doesn’t require a year-
long, carefully-conducted, foundation-
funded study to prove it. Everybody
knows it.

The point is this: No amount of
talk at library conferences and round
tables about “relevancy” and “social
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responsibility” is itself going to en-
liven, enrich, un-barnacle, and, yes,
controversialize library collections.
Only librarians themselves can actu-
ally make their wares relevant to the
whole community they serve: not just
the respectable, well-shaven, white
middle class (who, in any event, ought
to know what’s going on elsewhere
from more trustworthy sources than
Time/Life), but also the dissidents, the
increasingly self-aware minorities, the
forces in motion.

If this appears to suggest that most
libraries are insufferably “square,” that
the profession is murdering its own
noble “Bill of Rights” by ignoring it,
and that literally millions of deprived,
oppressed, and disaffected, yet won-
derfully creative, sensitive, and ener-
getic people simply don’t find much
nourishment or stimulation in the li-
brary—well, that’s right.

So what do we do about it? Here
are a few scattershot proposals (other
librarians can surely supply more, per-
haps by means of letters and articles
inL]):

e Buy the Directory of Little Mag-
azines (Dustbooks, Box 123, El Cer-

rito, Calif. 94530; $2) and Robert H.:

Muller’s From Radical Left to Ex-
treme Right (Campus Publishers, 711
North University Ave., Ann Arbor,
Mich. 48108; $4.75). Request sam-
ples. Then begin stocking both “little
mags” and at least two or three items
from each of Muller’s six categories.

e Pages 53-54 in the Directory list
the newspapers that compose the Un-
derground Press Syndicate. Each en-
joys a unique personality, due to editor
and locale, but all exchange material
freely and for the most part are serv-
iced by LNS (Liberation News Serv-
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ice). So, except for large research
libraries that choose to document-in-
depth the whole “‘underground move-
ment,” there’s no need to subscribe to
more than the nearest UPS paper. If
the budget permits, also take the Los
Angeles Free Press, San Francisco
Express-Times, or Berkeley Barb.
These are easily the best of the genre.
(Incidentally, UPS coverage of events
like the Columbia University rebel-
lion, 1968 “French Revolution,” and
Chicago street-demonstrations during
the Democratic Convention has been
fuller, livelier, and more genuine than
in the orthodox media.)

e Visit the offbeat bookshops in town
to discover new publications and
trends (in Los Angeles, as examples:
The Free Press Kazoos and Papa
Bach). Another two ways to keep up-
to-date on nonmainstream publishing:
The Small Press Review, a quarterly
Dustbooks publication, priced at
$3.50 yearly, furnishes data on “small-
press books and magazines world-
wide,” recording new, changed, and
discontinued titles, political and lit-
erary alike; while the quadri-monthly
Trace (Villiers Publications, Ltd., P.O.
Box 1068, Hollywood, Calif. 90028;
$4 annually) contains a usefully an-
notated “evolving directory” of “little”
publishers and magazines.

o Consciously try to represent signifi-
cant, though perhaps unconventional,
groups and ideas. (N.B. This doesn’t
mean approving them.) Purchase or
beg the pertinent mags, books, and
pamphlets. For instance, a library in
New York or California that doesn’t
have something issued by the Black
Panthers or Peace and Freedom Party
just isn’t with it. Any college without
some ‘“student power” organ like The
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Activist, Young Socialist, or CAW!
is playing at make-believe. Collections
that fail to reflect the turmoil and
new directions inside organized labor
(e.g., through H, W. Benson’s crusad-
ing Union Democracy in Action and
AFT’s Changing Education) deny
their patrons important insights and
information. A library that doesn’t
stock The Modern Utopian in effect
blots out for its readers the exciting
developments in community-building
and human ecology that practically no
other publication reports. And the li-
brary ostensibly serving teenagers that
offers nothing on conscientious objec-
tion and the draft probably doesn’t
deserve to be patronized by young
people at all. (The News Notes pub-
lished by the Central Committee for
Conscientious Objectors costs only the
price of a postcard request.)

ED. NOTE: When this manuscript ar-
rived we queried Mr. Berman about
the omission of voices from the
right. He replied: “As you prob-
ably gather, I'm sympathetic to-
ward the four groups I treated. Be-
yond that, however, they share a
number of characteristics that com-
pletely distinguish them from right-
wing movements: all favor imme-
diate and thoroughgoing change;
all oppose the political status quo
and social orthodoxy; to at least
some extent, they all interact with
one another; all have produced dis-
tinct life-styles or ‘counter-cul-
tures,’ ramifying into literature, art,
philosophy, and even dress; all op-
erate with extremely limited re-
sources; all demand demilitariza-
tion, both at home and abroad; and
all have been maligned, patronized,
or merely ignored by the mass
media. Plainly, while right-wing
elements may also be discontented
and highly active, the comparison
ends there. Their spokesmen appear
daily over the airwaves, their or-
ganizations enjoy heavy support
from benefactors like Schick and
Eversharp, etc. I simply regard
them as neither as dynamic, nu-
merous, nor neglected as the black
militants, Chicanos, etc.”

Mr. Berman added: “They are
distinctly worth attention, though,”
and suggested that LJ invite the
Conservative Library Association
to prepare a similar paper.

Rather than restrict the invita-
tion to this apparently moribund
organization (we have heard noth-
ing of it in more than a year), we
take this opportunity to invite any-
one who has as much enthusiasm
for, and knowledge of, the publica-
tions of the right as Mr. Berman
has in the areas he has covered, to
prepare a similar article covering
the other end of the political spec-
trum. If it is as readable and infor-
mative as Mr. Berman’s article, we
shall publish it.
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Toward Relevancy: A Checklist of
Periodicals

Activist. 272 West College St., Ober-
lin, Ohio 44074. Quarterly. $3. (A
student publication whose advisors
include Tom Hayden, David Mc-
Reynolds, and Raya Dunayevskaya)

Albany Liberator. 172 N. Pearl St.,
Albany, N.Y. 12207, (“Newspaper
of ghetto communities in Albany,
Schenectady, and Troy, connected
to Black Power group, and a chal-
lenge to local Hearst journalism”)

Ally. P.O. Box 9276, Berkeley, Calif.
94709. Monthly. $4. (“A newspaper
for servicemen,” concentrating on
dissidence and anti-war activity
within the Armed Forces)

Berkeley Barb. P.O. Box 5017, Berke-
ley, Calif. 94705. Weekly. $5. (edi-
tor: Max Scherr)

Black Dialogue. 642 Laguna St., San
Francisco, Calif. Quarterly. $1.75
(A “black magazine for black peo-
ple,” containing essays, poetry,
plays, art, articles, and reviews)

Black Panther. Black Panther Party
for Self-Defense, P.O. Box 8641,
Oakland, Calif. 94608. Biweekly.
$5.50 (A no-holds-barred forum for
ghetto militants)

Black Politics. P.O. Box 1233, Berke-
ley, Calif. 94700. Monthly. $6. (“A
journal of liberation™)

Black Vanguard. 526% Mayberry
Drive, Danville, Ill. 61832. Semi-
monthly. $5. (The accent is local,
but contents and tone typify black
militancy throughout the North and
West)

Bond. Room 633, 156 Fifth Ave.,
New York, N.Y. 10010. $6. (East-
coast counterpart to the Berkeley
Ally)

Sanford Berman is periodicals librarian
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Boss. Box 231, Village Station, New
York, N.Y. 10014. Semi-annual, $2,
(An avant-garde potpourri, confect.
ed by Reginald Gay)

Broadside. Statewide ed. Peace and
Freedom Party of Los Angeles
County, 619 S. Bonnie Brae, Los
Angeles, Calif. 90057. Biweekly. $3,

Caterpillar. 36 Greene St., New York,
N.Y. 10013. Quarterly. $5. (A vi-
brant, attractive package of art and
literature, finely edited by Clayton
Eshleman)

CAW! Box 332, Cooper Station, New
York, N.Y. 10003. Bimonthly. $5.
for 12 issues. (An amalgam of
poetry, graphics, essays, songs, and
rebellion, published by the New
York Regional Office of SDS)

Changing Education. American Fed-
eration of Teachers, AFL-CIQ,
1012 14th St., N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20005. Quarterly. $5. (Sub-
scribers also receive the AFT news-
paper, American Teacher)

Chicano Student Movement. P.O.
Box 31322, Los Angeles, Calif.
90031. (A member of the Chicano
Press Association, which is “bound
to .service and dedication to the
Mexican American people”)

City Lights Journal. 261 Columbus
Ave., San Francisco, Calif. 94111.
Annual. $2.50 (A book-size, always
stimulating volume, edited by poet-
publisher Lawrence Ferlinghetti)

Civil Liberties. American Civil Liber-
ties Union, 156 Fifth Ave.,, New
York, N.Y. 10010. Monthly. 5
cents per issue. (National organ of
the ACLU, important for news and
symposia on free speech, police
malpractice, and minority rights)

Con safos. P.O. Box 31004, Los An-
geles, Calif. 90031. Quarterly. $2.
(A new vehicle for Mexican-Amer-
ican art, literature, and opinion)

Freedomways. 799 Broadway, New
York, N.Y. 10003. Quarterly. $3.50.
(“A review of the freedom move-
ment”’)

Great Speckled Bird. Atlanta Coopera-
tive News Project, Inc., 187 14th St.,
N. E., Atlanta, Ga. 30309. Weekly.
$6. (The Deep South’s lone “under-
ground” voice, not yet listed in the
Dustbooks Directory)

Guardian. 197 East 4th St., New
York, N.Y. 10009. Weekly. $7. (A
20-page tabloid “dedicated to the
principle that the capitalist system
which governs the United States
and exploits the world must be dis-
mantled and replaced by a socialist
model . ..”)

Independent Socialist. P.O. Box 910,
Berkeley, Calif. 94701. Monthly.
$1. (News and analysis from the
perspective of the Independent S0-
cialist Clubs of America, a prime
force in the creation of Peace-and-
Freedom parties)



Journal of Black Poetry. 1308 Mason-
ic Avenue (No. 4), San Francisco,
Calif. 94117. Quarterly. $3.80 (Le-
Roi Jones, Larry Neal, and Clar-
ence Major are contributing edi-
tors)

The Kudzu. Box 22502, Jackson, Miss.
39205. $2.50 for 18 issues. (“Put
out by the Miss. Student News Proj-
ect, it hopes to appeal mainly to
Miss. whites who want change here
toward freedom and peace”)

El Lado. 1306 N. Western Avenue,
Chicago, Ill. 60622. Bimonthly. $5.
(A Midwestern equivalent of La
Raza and El Papel)

Liberation. 5 Beekman St., New York,
N.Y. 10038. Monthly. $5. (Found-
ed by the late A. J. Muste and cur-
rently edited by Dave Dellinger)

Los Angeles Free Press. 7813 Beverly
Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 90036.
Weekly. $5. (Art Kunkin edits; Ron
Cobb draws devastating cartoons;
Nat Freedland and Lawrence Lip-
ton contribute distinctive columns)

El Malcriado. P.O. Box 130, Delano,
Calif. 62315. Biweekly. $3.50. (Or-
gan of the United Farm Workers
Organizing Committee, AFL-CIO,
now conducting a nation-wide boy-
cott of California grapes. Available
in both Spanish- and English-lan-
guage editions)

Mississippi Newsletter. Freedom In-
formation Service, Box 120, Touga-
loo, Miss. 39174. Biweekly. $3. (A
mimeographed six- to eight-page pa-
per. According to 1. F. Stone, “one
of the best grassroots publications
to come across our desk”)

Modern Utopian. 2441 Le Conte,
Berkeley, Calif. 94709. Bimonthly.
$4.

Movement. 449 14th St., San Fran-
cisco, Calif. 94103. Monthly. $2.
(A newspaper, national in scope,
geared to young activists, black and
white alike)

New Left Notes. Room 206, 1608
West Madison St., Chicago, Il
60612. Weekly. $10. (The much-
quoted tabloid issued by Students
For A Democratic Society)

News from Nowhere. 4244 First St.,
DeKalb, Ill. 60115. Monthly. $1.80.
(Published by the Dekalb Peace
and Freedom Party and intended as
a catalyst for community action
and dialogue, the maiden issue fea-
tured moving first-hand reports by
Chicago war-protesters and notes
on a new “black history” course at
NIU)

News Notes. Central Committee for
Conscientious Objectors, 2016 Wal-
nut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19103.
Bimonthly. Free. (The Committee
also publishes a $1 Handbook for

. Conscientious Objectors, now in its
9th ed.)

JaurPmi S on ooy

mparts

T

LJ/DECEMBER 15, 1968

4617



Open Skull. Open Skull Press, 1379
Masonic Ave., San Francisco,
Calif. 94117. Irregular. $1 per is-
sue. (Lively, free-wheeling corres-
pondence between offbeat philos-
opher/bard/rebels like Dan Georga-
kas, Eric Oatman, Bukowski, and
editor Doug Blazek)

Our Generation. 3837 St.-Laurent
Blvd.,, Montreal 18, Canada. $5.
(“Largest circulation quarterly of
dissent in Canada and of the New
Left in North America”)

El Papel. P.O. Box 7167, Albuquer-
que, N. M. 87104. (The most au-
thoritative source for news of the
Alianza Federal de Mercedes, cap-
tained by fiery Reies Tijerina, and
the revolt — or re-awakening — it
has spawned among Chicanos
throughout the Southwest)

Paper Tiger. 39 E. Springfield St., Bos-
ton, Mass. 02118. (“Monthly pub-
lication of the adult new left”)

Ramparts. 301 Broadway, San Fran-
cisco, Calif. 94133. Monthly. $8.50.
(The nation’s foremost muckraker,
numbering Robert Scheer, Donald
Duncan, Jean Lacouture, Carl
Oglesby, Jack Newfield, and Noah
Chomsky among its writer-editors)

La Raza. P.O. Box 31004, Los An-
geles, Calif. 90031. Biweekly. $2.50.
(“There is a new determination and
a new spirit in the Mexican Amer-
ican Community, a mood of change
for improvement, and La Raza in-
tends to be here whenever it hap-
pens”)
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Realist. 595 Broadway, New York,
N.Y. 10012. Monthly. $3. (Found-
er-editor Paul Krassner does most
of the writing, but other contribu-
tors range from Terry Southern and
Norman Mailer to Dr. Albert Ellis
and Ed Fisher)

Salted Feathers. c/o Dick Balten, 3206
N.E. 12th Ave., Portland, Ore.
97212, Irregular. $5. (First-rate
poetry, interviews, drawings, and
photos. Upcoming number will be “a
large 200-page special double issue

. entitled Ginsberg/Portland,”
containing previously unpublished
poems and all the lectures Ginsberg
delivered during a controversial
one-week visit to Portland last
spring)

San Francisco Earthquake. City Lights
Books, 261 Columbus Ave., San
Francisco, Calif. 94133. Quarterly.
$4. (A cornucopia of ultra-modern
poetry, fiction, and graphics)

San Francisco Express-Times. 15 La-
fayette St., San Francisco, Calif.
94103. Weekly. $6. (Editor Marvin
Garson, once a Free Speech activ-
ist, emphasizes social and political
themes)

Soulbook. P.O. Box 1097, Berkeley,
Calif. 94701. Quarterly. $3. (An in-
strument of the “Black Renais-
sance”)

Southern Patriot. Southern Confer-
ence Educational Fund, 3210 W.
Broadway, Louisville, Ky. 40211.
Monthly. $3. (A leading voice of
dissent from the South)
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Union Democracy in Action. 31
Union Square, New York, N.Y.
10003. Monthly. $3. (A four-page,
wholly independent newsletter)

Village Voice. Sheridan Square, New
York, N.Y. 10014, Weekly. $5.
(Precursor of today’s “underground
press” and still notable for topical
comment as well as fine art, movie,
and theater criticism. Nat Hentoff,
David McReynolds, and Jules Feif-
fer appear regularly)

Vocations for Social Change. Monthly,
Donations. 2010 B Street, Hayward,
Calif. 94541. (A unique employ-
ment directory that “seeks to en-
courage Americans to choose life-
styles and jobs which represent an
effort to stimulate basic changes in
the institutional framework in order
to foster greater democracy, individ-
ual freedom, social and economic
justice, and world peace.” Cate-
gories include Community Organiz-
ing, Co-ops, Schools and Colleges,
Press, Peace and the Draft, and
Arts)

WIN Magazine. War Resisters League,
5 Beekman St.,, New York, N.Y.
10038.; Semi-monthly. $5. (“Radi-
cal-pacifist,” edited by Jim Peck,
one of the earliest Freedom Riders)

Young Socialist. P.O. Box 471,
Cooper Station, New York, N.Y.
10003. Bimonthly. $1.25 (Organ of
the Young Socialist Alliance, youth
wing of the Trotskyist Socialist
Workers Party. Excellent for treat-
ment of the current tumult in
France)






